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Tuesday, March 11, 2003

DSASO Board Meeting Minutes 3/11/2003
 

Board Members in attendance: Debbie Bernard, Ron Schaaf, Barbara Hanson, Deb Evans, Jeffrey
Bernard, Karen Parnell, Gregg Gassman, Pat Barton-Gassman, Katherine Dunphy, and R.D. Jones
 
The meeting was brought to order at 6:40
 
Buddy Walk Report: Karen reported that she has been in touch with Renard Mauiri and that KDRV will
be providing Buddy Walk TV exposure and producing a commercial for the Buddy Walk. The Buddy
Walk Committee will meet next Wednesday, March 19th, 11:00-noon at the KDRV Conference Room. To
date DSASO has received $3388 from 3 different Wal-marts (Talent - $2000, Medford $833, Klamath?
$500) for our 2002 Buddy Walk and a $1000 cash sponsorship from Asante for this yearís Buddy Walk.
The board is greatly appreciative to these businesses for their support!
 
Minutes: Barbara Hansen motioned that we approve the January Minutes as submitted. Seconded by
Jeffrey. Minutes were approved.
 
Treasurerís Report: The details of Februaryís Income and Expenses were compiled by Jackie and
presented to the Board by Deb Evans. See attached.
 
2003 DSASO Budget:  Deb passed out the proposed 2003 DSASO budget with 3 changes from January
viewing. 1) The Buddy Walk projected income was lowered from $30,000 to $20,000 since we are no
longer contracting with Karen and she is working as a volunteer / Board Member  (We will continue to
shoot for the $30,000 goal); 2) The Buddy Walk Expense was increased to $5000; 3) The fund-raising line
item was lowered to $500. Gregg moved that we accept the 2003 Budget, Barbara seconded. 2003 Budget
was approved. See attached.
 
New Board Position: R. D. Jones talked about his experiences as a pediatrician and asked about what
might be expected of him as a DSASO director. A general discussion ensued about Down syndrome and
related medical conditions. R.D. accepted to serve on the DSASO Board.
 
Election of Officers: Deb related her conversation with several Board members regarding the Presidency
of the DSASO Board. Deb reminded the Board that she has served as DSASO President for 3 years, the
limit as stated in our by-laws. Jeffrey expressed his opinions regarding the Presidency, feeling that the by-
laws were not meeting our current needs, but respected their intent.  Deb let the board know of her wishes
to focus on the reading program and take a break from the responsibilities of the Presidency.  Jeff declined
to serve as President, as did Ron, Debbie Hanson Bernard and Barbara Hanson.  Deb had spoken with
Joyce and Gary prior to the Meeting and relayed that Joyce expressed interest, but felt she could not
commit at this time due to her job workload. After further discussion, Debbie B. moved that we re-elect
Ron as Secretary, Jackie as Treasurer and Jeffrey as Vice President and that we postpone the election for
President until our May Meeting. Deb agreed to continue as President until May. Barbara seconded motion.
Motion was approved.
 
Annual Spring Picnic ñ Barbara described our Railroad Park Picnic for the benefit of the new board
members.  She has contact the Live Steamers but was asked to call again closer to the May 17th date to
book. Board likes the idea of having the picnic be a potluck and will check with Gary about whether the
Moose Lodge will cook hamburgers and hotdogs.  Deb E. brought up the idea of members making baskets
of flowers as an activity at the Spring Picnic which would then be distributed to local nursing homes etc.
Deb B and Deb E. will work on this idea. 
Joint Socials:  Gregg reported that the Valentineís Party at SOU was a big success with around 100 in
attendance. The special needs community has really appreciated the effort of the Special Ed. Cohorts who
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attendance. The special needs community has really appreciated the effort of the Special Ed. Cohorts who
host this event! Deb announced the upcoming St. Patrickís Celebration, handing out a flyer and noting that
it is being co-sponsored by DSASO, Easter Seals, ARC of Jackson County, City of Central Point, Creative
Supports, Pathway Enterprises and Living Opportunities! Deb mentioned that she, Ron, Barbara, Barbaraís
friend - Bill, Jeffrey and Debbie attended the Easter Seals/ARC of Jackson County Auction Fund Raiser
last Saturday and had a great time! (Deb had gotten approval from Board members by phone last week to
have DSASO sponsor a table at the event for $325). Blaine and Betsy Whispell rounded out those in
attendance at the DSASO table.
 
Mass exodus: At around 8:00 - 4 Board members took leave needing to head to other commitments. Those
remaining discussed the following:
 
Reading Program: Deb reported her progress in researching articles and information on the web related to
literacy and Down syndrome. She has had little luck tracking down any currently up and running reading
programs in the US but has been greatly inspired by the programs in Australia and England.  There is an
awesome sounding program called LATCH-ON established in 1998 at University of Queensland under the
auspices of the long running Down syndrome Research Program. In an nutshell, LATCH-ON is a 2-year
literacy program for young adults with Down syndrome (post school age) designed as a 2 full day a week
program to benefit individuals with DS, to expand understanding and research into the DS population all
the while utilizing technology and resources of a University campus. The experience thus far was written
up in an excellent article in the Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy, September 2000. The Down
Syndrome Educational Trust based in England and associated with leading DS literacy researcher Sue
Buckley has produced tons of information about the subject.  There is also a lot of research documenting
the benefits of starting teaching reading at home to pre-school aged children especially as it has been
shown to enhance communication skills.  Deb suggests that a smaller group begin to meet on a regular
basis to hash out the details of what DSASO wants to pursue for our reading program.  Gregg, Pat and Deb
will try and meet for an hour at lunchtime at Kennedy School. Anybody else should call Deb to get details
of when.
 
Professional Friends: Ron reported that nothing new has happened but a conversation ensued about ideas
for this program. R.D. suggested we try and find out what referral service DDS offers for their
constituents. It was also suggested that we consider inviting professionals to the Spring Picnic and have
them be available to talk to families for informal Q & A about their professions. The thrust of our effort is
to try and link more families who have needs with professionals who could give them advice and
guidanceÖEither providing this service free by having professionals donate so many hours of their time for
direct 1-to-1 contact with families, using the website/Newsletter as a Q and A type format or linking with
other non-profit agencies to provide speaker series on topics that all of our families have expressed interest
in. Debbie B. will contact Maria and DDS to try and learn more about their current program.
 
New Parent Packets: Debbie reported that we are still waiting on one piece of information for the new
parent packets. She will contact Maria.
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:35
 
 
Meetings submitted by Ron Schaaf
 
Next DSASO Board Meeting will be April 8th, 6:30-8:30 at the Smullin Center. Ron and Deb will be out
of town. Jeffrey will be presiding.


